to exercise. In certain assault and shoplifting cases there is a right to bring one's own prosecution, but there are problems of uniformity leading to discrepancies. Private prosecutions may create the 'prosecution minded', but discretion can be exercised with the elderly or infirm and when prosecution would do more harm than good. There is also a right to privacy and, outside London in particular, those prosecuted may be hounded by local newspapers.
The Hon Greville Janner MP enlarged on the suffering caused to the innocent who were wrongly accused of shoplifting and of others who pleaded guilty to avoid publicity. Under the present system some 2700 men and 3000 women (around 10% pensioners) were acquitted of shoplifting in 1980, with massive costs to the community. His proposed Private Member's Bill would remove from the shopkeeper the power to prosecute and require the police not only to prosecute but to determine whether they have the right to prosecute that particular individual.
During the discussion Baroness Phillips pointed out that the majority of the victims of shoplifters were owners of one-man businesses. A representative from the Metropolitan Police explained that, owing to staff and financial problems in the 1960s, the powers of prosecution were passed to retailers in London. Detective Chief Superintendent J F Reece, Sussex, stated that 85% of shoplifters were 'determined thieves' but that the police considered the victim and the offender. The Essex police gave consideration to juvenile and elderly offenders (defined as aged over 59 years) and other county constabularies made special enquiries before considering prosecution.
Retailers were blamed for absence of warnings to customers not to be forgetful, and for unmanned checkouts. Receipts at checkouts were often incorrectly recorded and dated or not issued at all.
To a final question about the influence of psychotropic drugs, Professor Lader repeated that it was the responsibility of the general practitioner to warn patients of the side effects, which might include confusion and clouding of memory. Baroness Phillips described her experiences in two types of court. While the taking of psychotropic or other drugs could be used as a plea of mitigation in ordinary cases, they would constitute an additional offence in courts where driving charges were considered. HUGH L'ETANG News Communication with the CSM Sir Abraham Goldberg, the Chairman of the Committee on Safety of Medicines (CSM), addressed by invitation an audience of medical editors and Section Editorial Representatives at the Royal Society of Medicine on 25 April 1984. The purpose of the meeting was to consider the steps which might be taken by medical editors to improve communication with the CSM in the case of papers that were to be published involving adverse drug reaction reports or other matters involving drug safety.
Sir Abraham discussed the historical aspects of adverse drug reaction reporting with reference to drug regulation and the current procedures of the CSM. He asked that the CSM should be given as much warning as possible of the future publication of relevant papers. General support for improving communication with the CSM was expressed and a number of suggestions, some of which are to be explored, were put forward for achieving this.
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